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George  H.  Ryan 
Secretary  of  State 


A  Message  from 
the  Secretary 


The  Illinois  Secretary  of  State's  office  recog¬ 
nizes  those  who  have  served  our  country  by 
offering  1 1  military  service-related  license 
plates. 

The  Bronze  Star  plate  honors  those  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  heroic  or  meri¬ 
torious  service. 

Also  available  are  Armed  Forces  Reserves, 
Retired  Armed  Forces,  Illinois  National  Guard, 
Disabled  Veteran,  Ex-Prisoner  of  War,  Purple 
Heart,  Gold  Star,  Pearl  Harbor  Survivor  and 
Korean  War  Veteran  license  plates. 

Illinois  also  honors  those  recipients  of  the 
highest  award  given  by  our  country,  the 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  for  their  ac¬ 
tions  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 

If  you  qualify  for  any  of  the  above  special 
plate  categories,  I  encourage  you  to  obtain 
the  recognition  you  rightfully  deserve. 

George  H.  Ryan 
Secretary  of  State 


Bronze  Star  Medal 


Any  resident  of  Illinois  who  has  been 
awarded  this  medal  may  apply  for  as 
many  sets  of  Bronze  Star  plates  as  he  or 
she  has  vehicles  titled,  registered  or 
leased  in  his  or  her  name.  An  applicant 
is  required  to  provide  a  photocopy  of 
form  DD  214  (discharge  from  military 
service)  indicating  receipt  of  the  perti¬ 
nent  medal,  or  a  "letter  of  verification" 
from  the  Illinois  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  or  the  federal  government  show¬ 
ing  the  applicant's  service  record. 

Applicants  who  do  not  have  this  infor¬ 
mation  may  contact: 

Illinois  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs 

833  South  Spring 

Springfield,  II  62704 

The  Bronze  Star  Medal  is  awarded  to  a 
person  in  any  branch  of  the  military 
who,  while  serving  in  any  capacity  with 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  on 
or  after  Dec.  7,  1941,  distinguished  him¬ 
self  or  herself  by  heroic  or  meritorious 
service  or  achievement,  with  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  participation  in  aerial  flight,  in 
military  operations  against  an  armed 
enemy. 

This  decoration  was  authorized  by  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  No.  9419  on  Feb.  4,  1944. 
It  recognizes  acts  of  heroism  performed 
in  ground  combat  if  they  were  of  a  lesser 
degree  than  that  required  for  the  Silver 
Star.  It  also  recognizes  single  acts  of 
merit,  or  meritorious  achievement  or 
service  of  a  lesser  degree  than  deemed 
worthy  of  the  Legion  of  Merit.  However, 
such  service  must  have  been  accom¬ 
plished  with  distinction. 

Also  eligible  for  the  Bronze  Star  are  U.S. 
Army  personnel  who,  as  members  of  the 
armed  forces  of  the  United  States  be¬ 
tween  Dec.  7,  1941,  and  Sept.  2,  1945, 
were  awarded  the  Combat  Infantryman's 
Badge  or  Medical  Badge  for  exemplary 
conduct. 


The  Medal 


These  World  War  II 
badges  were  not  autho¬ 
rized  until  after  July  1 , 
1943.  Those  who  can 
confirm  meritorious 
service  in  combat  be¬ 
fore  that  date  also  may 
also  be  eligible  for  the 
Bronze  Star  Medal. 

The  medal,  designed  by 
the  firm  of  Bailey, 
Banks  and  Biddle,  is  in 
the  shape  of  a  five-pointed  star  spanning 
one  and  a  half  inches  from  point  to  point. 
In  its  center  is  a  smaller  raised  star.  The 
small  star  sits  on  a  raised  10-pointed 
figure  from  which  rays  extend  to  the 
oucer  points  of  the  insignia.  The  reverse 
side  of  the  medal  also  has  a  raised 
center,  with  rays  extending  to  the  five 
points  of  the  star.  The  inscribed  words, 
"Heroic  or  Meritorious  Achievement," 
encircle  the  recipient's  name.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  predominantly  red,  with  a  narrow 
blue  center  stripe  flanked  on  either  side 
by  a  narrow  white  stripe,  and  narrow 
white  stripes  along  the  outer  borders.  A 
bronze  "V"  on  the  ribbon  denotes  combat 
service. 


Basic  Facts 

•  All  titles,  transfers,  duplicate  registra¬ 
tion  cards  and  replacement  license 
plates  are  subject  to  standard  fees. 

•  The  Bronze  Star  plates  may  be  dis¬ 
played  on  the  following  types  of  ve¬ 
hicles:  passenger  cars,  trucks  and  vans 
weighing  8,000  pounds  or  less. 

•  The  Bronze  Star  license  plate  renewal 
fee  is  $50.  An  additional  $2  fee  is 
required  along  with  the  $48  registra¬ 
tion  fee. 

•  The  license  plates  are  multi-year.  They 
are  red,  white  and  blue  with  a  "BZ" 
prefix  stacked  to  the  left  of  the  numer¬ 
als.  The  Bronze  Star  medal  is  depicted 
on  the  left  side  of  the  plate.  Registra¬ 
tion  has  staggered  expiration  months. 


Registration  Information 

If  your  present  Illinois  license  plates 
expire  within  60  days,  please  submit 
the  following  items: 

1.  Request  for  Bronze  Star  plates. 

2.  A  preprinted  renewal  application. 

3.  Appropriate  documentation. 

4.  $15  for  the  original  issuance  fee  in 
addition  to  the  appropriate  regis¬ 
tration  fee 

•  If  your  current  plates  do  not  expire 
within  60  days,  you  must  apply  for  a 
reclassification  by  submitting  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

1.  Request  for  Bronze  Star  plates. 

2 .  Completed  registration  application. 

3.  Current  registration  identification 
card. 

4.  Appropriate  documentation. 

5.  $15  original  issuance  fee. 

6.  $5  reclassification  fee. 

•  If  you  wish  to  obtain  Bronze  Star 
license  plates  on  a  newly  acquired 
vehicle,  you  should  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

1.  Request  for  Bronze  Star  plates. 

2 .  Completed  registration  application . 

3.  Properly  assigned  certificate  of  ori¬ 
gin  or  title. 

4.  Appropriate  documentation. 

5.  $61  title  and  registration  fee. 

6.  $15  original  issuance  fee. 

7.  Appropriate  taxes  made  payable  to 
the  Illinois  Department  of  Revenue. 

Applications  and  inquiries  should  be 
directed  to: 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Non-Standard  Plates  Section 
Room  539,  Howlett  Building 
Springfield,  Illinois  62756 
(217)  785-4175 
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For  further  information  regarding  mili¬ 
tary  license  plates,  contact: 

Secretary  of  State 
Non-Standard  Plates  Section 
Howlett  Building,  Room  539 
Springfield,  IL  62756 

Armed  Forces  Reserve.  (217)  785-1697 

Bronze  Star . (217)  785-4175 

Congressional  Medal 

of  Honor . (217)  782-3166 

Disabled  Veteran . (217)  782-3166 

Ex-Prisoner  of  War  . (217)  785-4175 

Gold  Star . (217)  782-3166 

Illinois  National  Guard  (217)  785-1697 
Korean  War  Veteran  ...(217)  782-2884 
Pearl  Harbor  Survivor  .  (217)  785-4175 

Purple  Heart . (217)  785-4175 

Retired  Armed  Forces  .  (217)  782-2435 

TOLL-FREE  1-800-252-8980 

Mon.— Fri.,  8  a.m.— 8  p.m. 


HISPANIC  LINE:  (312)  793-1338/1339 
Mon:— Fri.,  8:30  a.m.— 5  p.m. 

For  further  information  on  documenta¬ 
tion  (DD  214),  contact: 

National  Personnel  Records  Center 
9700  Page  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  MO  63132 

or 

Veterans  Administration  Regional 
Office 

536  S.  Clark  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60605 
(312)  663-5519 


MANDATORY 
VEHICLE  INSURANCE 

All  motor  vehicles  registered  and  oper¬ 
ated  in  Illinois  must  be  covered  by  liabil¬ 
ity  insurance,  insurance  that  covers  the 
property  damage  and  or  injuries  you 
may  cause  others  in  an  accident. 

VSD-521 
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